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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A discharge tube comprising: 

an insulator tube (2. 52) having w ith an inner face (3, 53) and an outer face-(4y 

54), 

an inner electrode (10, 60) w hich oonsistB of a fl e xibl e laminar mat e rial and which 
is in contact with the inner face (3, 53) , 

an outer electrode (9, 59) which is in contact with the outer face ( 4 , 5 4 ) , 
a sprift ^ontact element (11,61) comprising at least one pi e c e of metal wir e 70 ^ 
which, at least along the greatest p art of the length of the jane router electrode (10, 6059) , is in 
electrical contact therewit h and loads sam e towards th e inn e r face (3, 53) . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A discharge tube according to claim 1, 

charact e rised in 

tbat -wherein t he m e tal wir e contact element, along the entire length of the Hme fouter 
electrode-(W), is in electrical c ontact therewit h and loads same against the inner fac e (3) . 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): A discharge tube according to any on e of claims 

claim 1 ei^ 

charact e ris e d in 

feat - wherein t he spriftgcontect element (70) is provid e d in connected to t he form of outer 
electrode (60) in a h e lical spring (1 Dm aterial-locking way . 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A discharge tube according to claim 3, 

wherein that, in th e unt e nsion e d. unmounted condition, the outer diam e t e r of th e h e lical 
spring (1 1) is gr e at e r than th e inner diameter of th e inner electrode (10) mounted i n9), at a radial 

distance from the insulator tube- ^, forms a guiding element in which the contact element (70) is 
received. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A discharge tube according to claims 1 to 4 claim 1, 

charact e ris e d in 

that th e re w herein the guiding element is provided in the form of a channel and the 
contact element (70) which, at least along in the greatest part of th e l e ngt h form of th e outer 
e lectrod e (59), is in e l e ctrica l a wire, wherein the contact th e r e wit h element is inserted into the 
guiding element . 
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Claims 6-18: Cancelled. 

Claim 19 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 1 , wherein the inner electrode 
is produced from a flexible laminar material, and there is provided a spring element with at least 
one metal wire which, along at least part of the length of the inner electrode, is in contact 
therewith and loads same against the inner face. 

Claim 20 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 19, wherein the spring 
element is provided in the form of a helical spring, wherein the outer diameter of the helical 
spring, in the untensioned, non-mounted condition is greater than the inner diameter of the inner 
electrode mounted in the insulator tube. 

Claim 21 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 1, wherein the outer electrode 
is produced from a radially expandable woven wire fabric or braided wire fabric in the shape of a 
hose. 

Claim 22 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 1, wherein the insulator tube 
is produced from glass, more particularly from lune soda glass or borosilicate glass. 
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Claim 23 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 1, wherein that the insulator 
tube, at a first longitudinal end, comprises a base which is produced so as to be integral with the 
insulator tube, and that the insulator tube, at a second longitudinal end comprises an aperture. 

Claim 24 (new): A discharge tube according to claim 23, wherein the insulator tube, 
along part of its length, is designed so as to be tapered towards the aperture. 
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